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10.

2019 Questionnaire

Background questions

. What is your gender?

Male; Female; Other

. What is your age? Text box

What was your TOTAL household income, before taxes, last year?

$0-89999; $10000-514999; 315000-$19999; $20000-329999; $30000-$39999; $40000-349999; $50000~
$69999; $70000-$89999; $90000-$109999; $110000-5149999; $150000-3199999; $200000+

Were you born in the United States?

Yes; No

In what state or U.S. territory were you born?

Alabama; Alaska; Arizona; Arkansas; California; Colorado; Connecticut; Delaware; District of Columbia;
Florida; Georgia; Hawaii; Idaho; Illinois; Indiana; Iowa; Kansas; Kentucky; Louisiana; Maine; Mary-
land; Massachusetts; Michigan; Minnesota; Mississippi; Missouri; Montana; Nebraska; Nevada; New
Hampshire; New Jersey; New Mexico; New York; North Carolina; North Dakota; Ohio; Oklahoma;
Oregon; Pennsylvania; Rhode Island; South Carolina; South Dakota; Tennessee; Texas; Utah; Ver-
mont; Virginia; Washington; West Virginia; Wisconsin; Wyoming;, American Samoa; Guam; Northern
Mariana Islands; Puerto Rico; Virgin Islands

In which ZIP code do you live?

Text box

Please indicate your marital status.

Single; Married; Legally separated or divorced; Widowed

How many children do you have?

I do not have children; 1; 2; 3; 4; 5 or more

Screening Question 1. Most modern theories of decision making recognize that decisions do not take
place in a vacuum. Individual preferences and knowledge, along with situational variables can greatly

impact the decision process. To demonstrate that you've read this much, just go ahead and select both

strongly agree and strongly disagree among the alternatives below, no matter what your opinion is.

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement: “It is easy to find accurate and reliable infor-

mation in the media these days.”
Strongly agree; Agree; Disagree; Strongly disagree
How would you describe your ethnicity/race?

European American/White; African American/Black; Hispanic/Latino; Asian/Asian American; Mized
race; Other (please specify)



11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

Which category best describes your highest level of education?

Eighth Grade or lower; Some High School; High School degree/GED; Some College; 2-year College
Degree; 4-year College Degree; Master’s Degree; Doctoral Degree; Professional Degree (JD, MD, MBA)

(If highest level of education superior to “High School” to 11) What is/was your field of study in
college? If multiple degrees apply, please select the field corresponding to your last degree.

Accounting/bookkeeping; Administrative science/public administration; Advertising; Agriculture/ horti-
culture; Allied health; Anthropology; Architecture; Art; Aviation/aeronatics; Biology; Business admin-
istration; Chemistry; Child/human/family development; Comm. disorders; Communications/speech;
Computer science; Counseling; Criminology/criminal justice; Dance; Dentistry; Economics; Educa-
tion; Educational administration; Electronics; Engineering; English; Environmental science/ecology;
Ethnic studies; Fashion; Finance; Fine arts; Food science/nutrition/culinary arts; Foreign language;
Forestry; General sciences; General studies; Geography; Geology; Gerontology; Health; History; Home
economics; Human services/human resources; Humanities; Industrial relations; Industry and techn;
Information technology; Journalism; Law; Law enforcement; Liberal arts; Library science; Marketing;
Mathematics; Mechanics/machine trade; Medicine; Music; Nursing; Other; Other vocational; Parks
and recreation; Pharmacy; Philosophy; Physical education; Physics; Political science/international re-
lations; Psychology; Public relations; Social sciences; Social work: Sociology; Special education; Statis-
tics/biostatistics; Television/film; Textiles/cloth; Theater arts; Theology; Urban and regional planning;
Veterinary medicine; Visual arts/graphic design/design and drafting; Other

(If “other” to 12) You selected “other” for field of study. Please specify below:
Text box

What is your current employment status?

Full-time employee; Part-time employee; Self-employed or small business owner; Unemployed and look-

ing for work; Student; Not currently working and not looking for work; Retiree

(If “Full-time employee”, “Part-time employee”, or “Self-employed or small business owner” to 14)

Which category best describes your main occupation?

Managers (chief executives; senior officials; legislators; managing directors; administrative and com-
mercial managers; production managers; hotel and restaurant managers; retail and wholesale trade
managers); Professionals (scientists; mathematicians; engineers; architects; designers; doctors; nurses;
paramedical practitioners; professors; teachers; business and administration professionals; finance pro-
fessionals; software and application developers and analysts; database and network professionals; legal
professionals; librarians; curators; social and religious professionals; authors; journalists; creative and
performing artists); Technicians and associate professionals (science technicians; engineering techni-
cians; mining, manufacturing and construction supervisors; ship and aircraft controllers and techni-
cians; medical technicians; business and administration associate professionals; legal associate profes-
sionals; sports and fitness workers; artistic, cultural and culinary associate professionals; information
and communications technicians); Clerical support workers (general office clerks; secretaries; customer
services clerks; numerical clerks; material-recording and transport clerks); Service and sales workers

(travel attendants, conductors and guides; cooks; waiters and bartenders; hairdressers and beauticians;



16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

building and housekeeping supervisors; sales workers; cashiers and ticket clerks; personal care workers;
protective services workers); Agricultural workers (crop growers; animal producers; forestry workers;
fishery workers; agricultural and fishery laborers); Craft and related trades workers (building trades
workers; blacksmiths; machinery mechanics and repairers; handicraft workers; electrical and electronic
trades workers; food processing workers; wood treaters; garment workers); Plant and machine operators,
and assemblers (stationary plant and machine operators; assemblers; drivers; mobile plant operators),
and assemblers; Elementary occupations (cleaners and helpers; mining and construction laborers; man-
ufacturing laborers; transport and storage laborers; street and related sales and service workers; refuse

workers); Armed forces occupations

(If “Unemployed and looking for work,” “Not currently working and not looking for work,” or “Retiree”
to 14) Even if you are not currently working, which category best describes your latest occupation?
Check the one that applies. If you have had multiple jobs, check the one that describes your main

occupation.

Same options as above

(If “Full-time employee,” “Part-time employee,” or “Self-employed or small business owner” to 14) Are
you employed in one of the following sectors? Check the one that applies. If you have multiple jobs,

check the one that describes your main occupation.

Agriculture, plantations, other rural sectors; Basic metal production; Chemical industries; Commerce;
Construction; Education; Financial services, professional services; Food, drink, tobacco; Forestry,
wood; Health services; Hotels, tourism, catering; Mining; Mechanical and electrical engineering; Me-
dia, culture, graphical; Oil and gas production, oil refining; Postal and telecommunications services;
Public service; Shipping, ports, fisheries, inland waterways; Textiles, clothing, leather, footwear; Trans-
port (including civil aviation, railways, road transport); Transport equipment manufacturing; Utilities

(water, gas, electricity); None of the above

(If “Unemployed and looking for work,” “Not currently working and not looking for work,” or “Retiree”
to 14) Even if you are not currently working, in what sector does your latest occupation fall into? Check

the one that applies. If you have multiple jobs, check the one that describes your main occupation.

Same options as above

Are you covered by Medicaid, Medical Assistance, or Medicare?

Yes; No

Did you, or anyone in your household, receive food stamps or use a food stamp benefit card at any
time during 20187

Yes; No

At any time during 2018, even for one month, did you or anyone in your household receive any cash

assistance from a state or county welfare program such as welfare or welfare to work, TANF, general

assistance, diversion payments or refugee cash?

Yes; No
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24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

If you had to use one of these five commonly-used names to describe your social class, which one would
it be?

Lower Class or Poor; Working Class; Middle Class; Upper-middle Class; Upper Class
Thinking back to when you were in elementary school, how often did you usually recite the Pledge of
Allegiance?

Daily; Weekly; Monthly; A few times per year or less; Never

On economic policy matters, where do you see yourself on the liberal/conservative spectrum?

Very liberal; Liberal; Moderate; Conservative; Very conservative

What do you consider to be your political affiliation, as of today?

Republican; Democrat; Independent; Other; Non-Affiliated

(If respondent answered “Other” to previous question) Please specify your political affiliation.

Text box

Did you vote in the last presidential election?

Yes; No

(If “Yes” to 27) In the last presidential election, supported:
Hillary Clinton; Donald Trump; Jill Stein; Gary Johnson; Other

(If “No” to 27) Even if you did NOT vote, please indicate the candidate that you were most likely to

have voted for or who represents your views more closely.

Hillary Clinton; Donald Trump; Jill Stein; Gary Johnson; Other

Are you registered to vote at your current address?

Yes; No

There are many types of elections such as federal elections for president and members of Congress,
primary elections where voters choose party nominees, local elections for city council and school boards,

and special elections when vacancies arise in between scheduled elections.
Which best describes how often you vote, since you became eligible?

Every election without exception; Almost every election, may have missed one or two; Some elections;

Rarely; Don’t vote in elections

Did you vote in the November midterms elections?

Yes; No

(If “Yes” to 31) Which party did you vote for?

Republican Party; Democratic Party; Other

(If “No” to 31) Which party would you have liked to support?

Republican Party; Democratic Party; Other



34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

40.

41.

42.

43.

44.

How much, if at all, do you try to stay up to date on the news?

A great deal; A fair amount; Only a little; Not at all

Thinking about various sources of news available today, what would you say is your main source of
news about current events in the U.S. and around the world?

TV; Newspaper (print); Magazine; Radio; Internet; Word of mouth; Other; None, I don’t follow the
news

(If selected T'V') Please specify

ABC; BBC; CBS; CNBS; CNN; Fox News; MSNCB; NBC; PBS; Univision; Local TV news; Other
television or TV news; Other television program or channel; Non-specific news or evening news; Non-
specific cable news

(If selected Newspaper (print)) Please specify

The New York Times; The Wall Street Journal; USA Today; Los Angeles Times; The Mercury News;
New York Daily News; New York Post; The Washington Post; Other big-city newspaper; Local news-
papers; Other newspapers

(If selected Radio) Please specify

NPR; Talk Radio; Other Radio Channel

(If selected Internet) Please specify

News websites and online newspapers; Facebook; Twitter; Instagram; Snapchat; Youtube; Pinterest;
Reddit; Linkedin; Other social media sites; Other internet sites

(If selected Magazine) Please specify

Time Magazine; The Atlantic; The New Yorker; The Economist; Bloomberg Businessweek; Other
Magazine

(If selected News websites and online newspapers) You answered “News websites and online newspa-
pers.” Could you please specify your main source of information?

HuffingtonPost.com; CNN.com; NYTimes.com; WashingtonPost.com; LATimes.com; ForNews.com;
Bloomberg.com; DrudgeReport.com; Yahoo News; Google News; Other

(If respondent gets their news mostly from online newspapers) Would you say that you access most
of the articles you read through a social media like Facebook or Twitter or by going directly on the

website of the newspaper?

Mostly through social media; Mostly through the newspaper’s website

In general, how important do you think it is to stay informed about economic policy?

Very important; Somewhat important; Not very important; Not important at all

(If “Very important” or “Somewhat important” at 43) What would you say are the main reasons why
you wish to be well informed about economic policy?

You may select several options.



45.

46.

1.2

Affects personal finances; Affects business or profession; Relevant to stock market and investments;
Economic issues are important politically and might affect my vote; To be a responsible citizen, I like
to keep informed

How knowledgeable do you consider yourself on economic policies and issues?

Highly knowledgeable; Somewhat knowledgeable; Not very knowledgeable; Not knowledgeable at all

For the following sources of information, how often would you say you use them to stay informed about
economic policy?

Often; Regularly; Occasionally; Rarely; Never

o TV

e Newspapers (print)
e Newspapers (online)
e Magazines

e Radio

e Internet

e Word of mouth

Open-ended questions

We now want to ask you a few broader questions. Please use the text boxes below and write as much as you

feel like. Your opinion and thoughts are important to us! There is no right or wrong answer.

1.

What would be a “good” health insurance system in your view? What would be the goal of a good

health insurance system?

Text Box

. When you think about health insurance and whether the U.S. should have universal health insurance

for all, what are the main considerations—in favor or against it—that come to you mind?

Text Box

What do you personally see as the biggest problem with health insurance in the United States today?
Text Bozx
A single-payer health insurance system is one in which the government operates a tax-funded health

insurance plan for all U.S. residents. The government acts as the main insurer and everyone is included

in the universal health insurance scheme.

What do you think would be the effects on the U.S. economy if a single-payer health insurance system

were introduced?

Text Box

Which groups of people—if any—would gain if a single-payer health insurance system were introduced
in the U.S.?

Text Box



1.3 Personal Exposure

1. Do you currently have health insurance?
Yes; No
2. (If “No” to 1) Which of these are reasons why you stopped being covered or do not have health
insurance?
You may select several options.
Lost job or change in employment; Change in marital status or death of parent; Ineligible due to age or
left school; Employer didn’t offer or insurance company refused; Cost; Medicaid stopped; Other (includes
moved, self-employed, never had coverage, did not want or need coverage, and other unspecified reasons)
3. (If “Yes” to 1) Are you on Medicaid or Medicare?
Yes; No
4. (If “Yes” to 1 and “No” to 3) Who pays for the cost of premiums on your health insurance? Do you or
someone in your household pay the total costs, does an employer or other organization pay the total

cost, or is it the cost shared between the employer or some other organization and you or someone in

your household?
Self/Household pays all; Employer or organization pays all; Costs are shared

5. Within the last twelve months, have you or a member of your family put off any sort of medical

treatment because of the cost you would have to pay?

Yes; No

6. (If “Yes” to 5) When you put off this medical treatment, how serious was the condition or illness?

Very serious; Somewhat serious; Not very serious; Not at all serious

7. Are you generally satisfied or dissatisfied with the total cost you pay for your healthcare?
Very satisfied; Somewhat satisfied; Somewhat dissatisfied; Very dissatisfied

8. Overall, how would you rate the quality of health care you receive?

Excellent; Good; Fair; Poor

1.4 Knowledge about Policy (Incentives)

In this section, all respondents will receive the following screening question.

e As you probably know, the government and researchers gather a lot of statistical information about the
economy. We are interested in learning whether this information finds its way to the general public.
The next set of questions is about some economic policies in the United States. These are questions

for which there are right or wrong answers.

In order for your answers to be most helpful to us, it is really important that you answer these questions
as accurately as you can and without consulting any external sources. Although you may find some

questions difficult, it is very important for our research that you try your best. Thank you very much!



e For the next set of questions, we will award additional survey pay for respondents whose answers are
closest to the true answer. All questions which are subject to this additional award are clearly marked
with a green text at the top of the page. Please note that consulting outside sources will disqualify

you from this award. Please answer on your own.
e These questions are part of the questions for which accurate answers will be rewarded.

1. Out of 100 adults in the U.S., how many are currently paying any income tax at all?
Slider going from 0 to 100

2. Can you think of the different ways in which Americans today obtain health insurance? Please list all
you can think of.

Text box

3. These questions are part of the questions for which accurate answers will be rewarded
What is Medicaid? Who is eligible for Medicaid?
Text box

4. What is Medicare? Who is eligible for Medicare?
Text box

5. This question is part of the questions for which accurate answers will be rewarded.

If an elderly person is in need of long-term care, which program(s) will pay for that? Select all correct

answers from the list below (several answers can be correct):
Note: Long-term care means assistance with the basic personal tasks of everyday life for elderly people.

Medicare will pay for all of long-term care for all elderly above 65; Medicare supplements will pay for
all of long-term care for elderly who purchase them; Medicare with or without supplements will only
pay for short periods of long-term care for all the elderly above 65; Private long-term care insurance
plans will only pay for long-term care for all elderly who purchased them; Employer health insurance
plans will pay for the long-term care of retired employees; Medicaid will pay for all of long-term care
for all elderly; Medicaid will pay for all of long-term care only for elderly who have a low income and

low assets; Medicaid will pay part of the long-term care for all the elderly

6. These questions are part of the questions for which accurate answers will be rewarded.

Medicaid is a federal and state program that helps people with low income pay for their health insur-

ance.

Medicare is a federal program that provides health insurance for Americans aged 65 and older, as well

as younger people with disability status.

Out of 100 Americans, how many get their health insurance coverage through the following programs?
The total must equal 100.

Important note: Individuals can be enrolled in several programs at once. Here, we are interested in the
primary insurer. An individual who has Medicaid and any other type of insurance is counted in the
Medicaid category and an individual who has both Medicare and employer-based coverage is counted

in the employer-based category.
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10.

11.

12.

13.

Medicaid

Medicare

Group health insurance through employer
e Other insurance (policies purchased directly from an insurance company, military, other public. . .)

Uninsured

Out of 100 American children, aged below 18, how many are enrolled in Medicaid?

Slider going from 0 to 100

This question is part of the questions for which accurate answers will be rewarded.

Are insurance companies currently allowed to set different premiums based on the following character-

istics?

Yes; No

e Gender
o Age

Tobacco use

Where the person lives

Preexisting conditions (such as having diabetes, obesity, or being pregnant at the time of purchase
of the insurance)

In 2018, was there an individual mandate, whereby everyone was obligated to buy health insurance?

Yes; No

(If “Yes” to 9) What happened if you did not have health insurance?

A penalty had to be paid; You were forced to buy insurance; You received a warning; Nothing happened

Were any changes made to the individual mandate in 20197

Yes; No

(If “Yes” to 11) How did the legislation on the individual mandate change in 20197

The penalty was increased; The penalty was decreased; The penalty was reduced to zero; The individual

mandate was canceled; Other

Is there currently an employer mandate, whereby employers have to provide health insurance to their

employees?

Yes, all employers are required to provide health insurance to their employees; Yes, but small employers
are excluded from this requirement; No, employers are not required to provide health insurance to their

employees



14. These questions are part of the questions for which accurate answers will be rewarded.

To be eligible for Medicaid, a family’s income needs to be below a certain percentage of the Federal
Poverty Level for a family of that size. How high is that percentage in your state for a family like yours
to be eligible for Medicaid?

Under 50% of the FPL; Between 50 and 90% of the FPL; Between 130 and 160% of the FPL; Between
160 and 200% of the FPL; Higher than 200% of the FPL;

15. Please specify the percentage
Text box

16. Did the Affordable Care Act (ACA) make any changes to the eligibility for Medicaid in your state?

Yes, it expanded eligibility; No, it remained the same; Yes, it reduced eligibility

17. Screening Question 2. In order to facilitate our research on decision making we are interested in
knowing certain factors about you, the decision maker. Specifically, we are interested in whether you
actually take the time to read the directions; if not, then some of our manipulations that rely on
changes in the instructions will be ineffective. So, in order to demonstrate that you have read the
instructions, please ignore the question below. Instead, simply put the slider to 98. Thank you very

much.

Slider from 0 to 100

18. Comparing the U.S. to other rich countries such as France, Germany, or the U.K., how much do you
think the U.S. spends on health care as a share of its GDP?

Much more; More; About the same; Less; Much less

19. Comparing the U.S. to other rich countries such as France, Germany, or the U.K., how good do you
think that important and common measures of health outcomes, such as life expectancy or infant

mortality are in the U.S.?

Much better; Better; About the same; Worse; Much worse

1.5 Knowledge about Policy (No Incentives)

As you probably know, the government and researchers gather a lot of statistical information about the
economy. We are interested in learning whether this information finds its way to the general public. The
next set of questions is about some economic policies in the United States. These are questions for which
there are right or wrong answers.

In order for your answers to be most helpful to us, it is really important that you answer these questions
as accurately as you can and without consulting any external sources. Although you may find some questions

difficult, it is very important for our research that you try your best. Thank you very much!

1. Out of 100 Americans, how many do not have health insurance?

Slider going from 0 to 100
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2. Can you think of the different ways in which Americans today obtain health insurance? Please list all

you can think of.

Siz Text Boxes

3. What is Medicaid? Who is eligible for Medicaid?
Text Box

4. What is Medicare? Who is eligible for Medicare?
Text Bozx

5. If an elderly person is in need of long-term care, which program(s) will pay for that? Select all correct
answers from the list below (several answers can be correct):
Note: Long-term care means assistance with the basic personal tasks of everyday life for elderly people.
Note: Selection can include multiple answers

Medicare will pay for all of long-term care for all elderly above 65; Medicare supplements will pay for
all of long-term care for elderly who purchase them; Medicare with or without supplements will only
pay for short periods of long-term care for all the elderly above 65; Private long-term care insurance
plans will only pay for long-term care for all elderly who purchased them; Employer health insurance
plans will pay for the long-term care of retired employees; Medicaid will pay for all of long-term care
for all elderly; Medicaid will pay for all of long-term care only for elderly who have a low income and

low assets ; Medicaid will pay part of the long-term care for all the elderly
6. Medicaid is a federal and state program that helps people with low income pay for their health insur-
ance.

Medicare is a federal program that provides health insurance for Americans aged 65 and older, as well

as younger people with disability status.

Out of 100 Americans, how many get their health insurance coverage through the following programs?
The total must equal 100.

Important note: Individuals can be enrolled in several programs at once. Here, we are interested in the
primary insurer. An individual who has Medicaid and any other type of insurance is counted in the
Medicaid category and an individual who has both Medicare and employer-based coverage is counted

in the employer-based category.

e Insert Number for Medicaid
o Insert Number for Medicare
e Insert Number for Group health insurance through employer

e Insert Number for Other insurance (policies purchased directly from an insurance company, mil-

itary, other public...)
e Insert Number for Uninsured

o Insert Number for Total
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7. Out of 100 American children, aged below 18, how many are enrolled in Medicaid?

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

Slider going from 0 to 100

Are insurance companies currently allowed to set different premiums based on the following character-

istics?

Gender
Age

(a
(b
(c
(d
(e

)

)

) Tobacco use
) Where the person lives
)

Pre-existing conditions (such as having diabetes, obesity, or being pregnant at the time of purchase

of the insurance)

Yes;

7

No

In 2018, was there an individual mandate, whereby everyone was obligated to buy health insurance?

Yes; No

What happened if you did not have health insurance?

A penalty had to be paid; You were forced to buy insurance; You received a warning; Nothing happened

Were any changes made to the individual mandate in 20197

Yes; No

How did the legislation on the individual mandate change in 20197

The penalty was decreased; The penalty was reduced to zero; The individual mandate was canceled;
Other

Is there currently an employer mandate, whereby employers have to provide health insurance to their
employees?

Yes, all employers are required to provide health insurance to their employees; Yes, but small employers
are excluded from this requirement; No, employers are not required to provide health insurance to their

employees

To be eligible for Medicaid, a family’s income needs to be below a certain percentage of the Federal
Poverty Level for a family of that size. How high is that percentage in your state for a family like yours
to be eligible for Medicaid?

Under 50% of the FPL; Between 50 and 90% of the FPL; Between 90 and 130% of the FPL; Between
130 and 160% of the FPL; Between 160 and 200% of the FPL; Higher than 200% of the FPL;

Please specify the exact percentage

Text box

Did the Affordable Care Act (ACA) make any changes to the eligibility for Medicaid in your state?

No, it remained the same; Yes, it reduced eligibility
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17. Screening Question 2. In order to facilitate our research on decision making we are interested in
knowing certain factors about you, the decision maker. Specifically, we are interested in whether you
actually take the time to read the directions; if not, then some of our manipulations that rely on
changes in the instructions will be ineffective. So, in order to demonstrate that you have read the
instructions, please ignore the question below. Instead, simply put the slider at 98. Thank you very

much.
Out of 100 adults in the U.S., how many are currently paying any income tax at all?
Slider going from 0 to 100
18. Comparing the U.S. to other rich countries such as France, Germany, or the U.K., how much do you
think the U.S. spends on health care as a share of its GDP?
More; About the same; Less; Much less
19. Comparing the U.S. to other rich countries such as France, Germany, or the U.K., how good do you

think that important and common measures of health outcomes, such as life expectancy or infant

mortality are in the U.S.?

Much better; Better; About the same; Worse; Much worse

1.6 Health Treatment

Respondents are randomly assigned to one of four groups, labeled as “Redistribution,” “Efficiency,” “Economist,”
and “Control.” In the first three cases, respondents are shown a video, different between the three treatment

groups, while those in the control group are not. The videos are introduced by the following;:

e Recent academic research has studied what the effects of health care insurance are. We will now show
you one short video (with sound) that summarizes some key ideas of these studies. Please pay attention
to the information provided as you will be asked questions about it later. Do not skip forward or close

the page while the video is running.

Please proceed to the next page when you are ready. Note that you will not be able to move forward

with the survey before the end of the short video. The video lasts about three minutes.
Links to the videos can be found here:
e Health Treatment - Redistribution
e Health Treatment - Economist

e Health Treatment - Efficiency

1.7 Mechanisms

1. An individual mandate for health insurance means that everyone has to buy health insurance that
covers some essential health benefits. This can go hand in hand with some subsidies for low-income

households who couldn’t afford plans on their own.
In your view, what is the main reason for having an individual mandate?

Text box

13


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Nai0nXX6VeQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Se3SS4w5kNU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Agexfb6apgY

. Would you say that an individual mandate is beneficial or detrimental? Please explain your reasoning.

Text box

. CONTROL GROUP. If people have health insurance through their employer, do you think this would

discourage them from quitting a bad job or switching job from fear of losing their health insurance?

“ME” RANDOMIZATION. If you have or had health insurance through your employer, do you think
this would discourage you from quitting a bad job and switching job for fear of losing your health

insurance?

“WOMEN” RANDOMIZATION. We would now like to ask you a few questions on the effects of

changes in health care policy on women

If women have health insurance through their employer, do you think this would discourage them from

quitting a bad job or switching job from fear of losing their health insurance?

Yes; No

. CONTROL GROUP. If health insurance were to be made more generous, to what extent would it
encourage people towards the following behaviors?

“ME” RANDOMIZATION. If your health insurance were to be made more generous, to what extent

would it encourage you towards the following behaviors?

“WOMEN” RANDOMIZATION. If health insurance were to be made more generous, to what extent

would it encourage women towards the following behaviors?

A great deal; A lot; A moderate amount; A little; None at all

e Make less use of the emergency room for conditions that do not warrant it

e Use more medical services they do not really need simply because they do not have to pay the
full cost of them

e Use more preventive medical care such as regular screenings and check-ups

. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement?

CONTROL GROUP. “With less generous health insurance, health in the U.S. would be worse since

many people could not afford sufficient and appropriate medical care.”

“ME” RANDOMIZATION. “ With less generous health insurance, my health would be worse since 1

could not afford sufficient and appropriate medical care.”

“WOMEN” RANDOMIZATION. “With less generous health insurance for women’s health issues,
health in the U.S. would be worse since many women could not afford sufficient and appropriate

medical care.”

Strongly agree; Agree; Neither agree nor disagree; Disagree; Strongly disagree

. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement?

CONTROL GROUP. “More generous health insurance coverage for preventive care can lead to a

reduction in total medical costs, since medical issues would be caught early on before they turn into
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10.

more serious and expensive health conditions and because many medical problems could be avoided

altogether.”
“ME” RANDOMIZATION. “More generous health insurance coverage for preventive care can lead to

a reduction of my total medical costs, since it would allow me to catch medical issues early on before
they turn into more serious and expensive health conditions and because many medical problems could

be avoided altogether.”
“WOMEN” RANDOMIZATION. “More generous health insurance coverage for preventive care for

women can lead to a reduction in total medical costs, since women’s medical issues would be caught
early on before they turn into more serious and expensive health conditions and because many medical

problems could be avoided altogether.”

Strongly agree; Agree; Neither agree nor disagree; Disagree; Strongly disagree
Do you agree or disagree with the following statement?

CONTROL GROUP. “More generous health insurance can help people deal with unexpected large
medical costs. It can thus reduce financial stress and debt built up to pay the medical bills for

families.”

“ME” RANDOMIZATION. “More generous health insurance could help me deal with unexpected large
medical costs. It can thus reduce my financial stress and I won’t have to build up debt to pay the

medical bills for my family.”

“WOMEN” RANDOMIZATION. “More generous health insurance can help women deal with unex-
pected large medical costs. It can thus reduce women’s financial stress and debt built up to pay the

medical bills for women’s health issues.”

Strongly agree; Agree; Neither agree nor disagree; Disagree; Strongly disagree

CONTROL GROUP. Would you say that it is fair or unfair that people with pre-existing conditions
have to pay more for their health insurance than people without pre-existing conditions?

“ME” RANDOMIZATION. Would you say that it is fair or unfair if you had to pay more for your

health insurance than people with fewer pre-existing conditions than you?

“WOMEN” RANDOMIZATION. Would you say that it is fair or unfair that women with pre-existing

conditions have to pay more for their health insurance than women without pre-existing conditions?
Very fair; Somewhat fair; Somewhat unfair; Very unfair

CONTROL GROUP. Is it fair or unfair that people born with worse health have to pay more for health
care or insurance than people born with better health?

“ME” RANDOMIZATION. 1Is it fair or unfair if you had to pay more for health care or insurance than
people born with better health than you?

“WOMEN” RANDOMIZATION. 1Is it fair or unfair that women born with worse health have to pay

more for health care or insurance than women born with better health?

Very fair; Somewhat fair; Somewhat unfair; Very unfair
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11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

CONTROL GROUP. Would you say that health issues and medical conditions are mostly the result
of circumstances outside of one’s control or mostly the result of one’s own actions?

Mostly the result of circumstances outside of one’s control; Mostly the result of one’s own actions

“ME” RANDOMIZATION. Would you say that your own health issues and your own medical condi-
tions are mostly the result of circumstances outside of your control or mostly the result of your own
actions?

Mostly the result of circumstances outside of my own control; Mostly the result of my own actions

“WOMEN” RANDOMIZATION. Would you say that health issues and medical conditions that arise
for women are mostly the result of circumstances outside of their control or mostly the result of these

women’s own actions?

Mostly the result of circumstances outside of women’s control; Mostly the result of women’s own actions
Let us consider the following statement about health care and health insurance. Please tell us whether
you agree or disagree with it.

CONTROL GROUP. “It is important that everyone can afford health care because people who become
sick with a contagious disease that is not treated can have negative effects on others too.”
“ME” RANDOMIZATION. “It is important that I am able to afford health care because if I became

sick with a contagious disease that is not treated, I can have negative effects on others too.”

“WOMEN” RANDOMIZATION. “It is important that all women can afford proper health care because
women who become sick with a contagious disease that is not treated can have negative effects on others

t00.”

Strongly agree; Agree; Neither agree nor disagree; Disagree; Strongly disagree
Let us consider the following statement about health care and health insurance. Please tell us whether
you agree or disagree with it.

CONTROL GROUP. “It is important to help low-income families so that they can afford medical care

by subsidizing their insurance premiums or by giving them transfers for medical care.”

“ME” RANDOMIZATION. “It is important to help families like mine so that they can afford medical

care by subsidizing our insurance premiums or by giving us transfers for medical care.”

“WOMEN” RANDOMIZATION. “It is important to help low-income women so that they can afford

medical care by subsidizing their insurance premiums or by giving them transfers for medical care.”
Strongly agree; Agree; Neither agree nor disagree; Disagree; Strongly disagree

“WOMEN” RANDOMIZATION. If you had to choose, which comes closest to your view?
“Employers who have religious objections to the use of birth control should be...

. able to refuse to provide it in health insurance plans for their employees.”; ... required to provide it

in health insurance plans for their employees just as other employers are required to do.”

“WOMEN” RANDOMIZATION. Would you find it fair or unfair that women who use birth control

methods pay for the cost of birth control on their own?

Very fair; Fair; Unfair; Very unfair
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16.

17.

18.

1.8

“WOMEN” RANDOMIZATION. Should women who are planning on using birth control methods

have increased insurance copays because they might cost more for their insurers?

Yes; No

“WOMEN” RANDOMIZATION. Do you favor or oppose a law allowing pharmacists and health
providers to opt out of providing medicine or surgical procedures that result in abortion?

Strongly favor; Favor; Oppose; Strongly oppose

“WOMEN” RANDOMIZATION. Should insurance providers have to cover medicine or surgical pro-

cedures that result in abortion?

Yes; No

Outcomes

. Do you feel that access to health care in the U.S. today is fair for everyone, even for low-income families,

or do you feel that access to healthcare should be improved for many families?

Access to health care is fair even for low-income families; Access to health care should be improved for

many families

. How fair would you say the current U.S. health insurance system is?

Very fair; Somewhat fair; Somewhat unfair; Very unfair

How satisfied or dissatisfied are you with health insurance in the U.S.?

Very satisfied; Somewhat satisfied; Somewhat dissatisfied; Very dissatisfied

. Screening Question 3. When a big news story breaks people often go online to get up-to-the-minute

details on what is going on. We want to know which websites people trust to get this information. We
also want to know if people are paying attention to the question. To show that you’ve read this much,

please ignore the question and select ABC News and The Drudge Report as your two answers.

When there is a big news story, which is the one news website that you would visit first? (Please only

choose one)
ABC News; The Wall Street Journal; FOX News; The Drudge Report; New York Post; CNBC; The
Mercury News; USA Today; Other news website

As you may know, some have proposed a “Medicare-for-all” single payer health insurance program
that would be administered by the federal government and financed through taxes. Please tell us if

you favor or oppose this proposal, or if you don’t know enough to say?

Favor; Neither favor nor oppose; Oppose; Strongly oppose; Don’t know enough to say

Do you support or oppose providing additional transfers or subsidies to low-income families to help
them with the costs of their health care?

Strongly support; Support; Neither support nor oppose; Oppose; Strongly oppose
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7. Do you support or oppose having an individual mandate whereby every individual is obliged to buy

health insurance?
Strongly support; Support; Neither support nor oppose; Oppose; Strongly oppose

8. Do you support or oppose having an employer mandate whereby every large employer, with more than
50 employees, is obliged to offer health insurance plans for their employees?
Strongly support; Support; Neither support nor oppose; Oppose; Strongly oppose

9. Imagine it were up to you to design Americans’ health insurance plans such that they are most cost-
effective and that patients get the best care while having to pay the lowest insurance premiums.

For the following types of medical care, please say which ones should receive: full coverage (the patient
pays no costs out of pocket); generous coverage (the patient has only minimal copay or deductibles);
low coverage (costs are shared and the patient bears a significant share of total costs); no coverage
(meaning the patient has to pay the full costs out of pocket). Bear in mind that the more generous

coverage is, the higher health insurance premiums can be expected to be.

e Preventive care (e.g.: annual physical examinations, recommended cancer screening, or immu-

nizations)
e Primary care visits for non-life threatening conditions (e.g.: for a cold, flu, or stomach bug)

e Maternity and newborn care (pre-natal screenings and check-ups, birth and delivery, newborn

screening and care)
e Specialist visits for non-essential care (e.g.: elective hip replacement, hearing aids)

e Medical care for catastrophic situations (e.g.: long-run medical care after bad accidents or serious
injuries once one leaves the emergency room; intensive treatment for cancers; management of

serious, long-term hear and liver conditions)

e Emergency room care (emergency, short-term care after accidents, severe illness, life-threatening

conditions that require immediate attention)

e Pediatric care (medical care for children)

Full coverage; Generous coverage; Low coverage; No coverage

1.9 General Outcomes
For these different groups, please tell us if you think that they’re are paying their fair share in federal taxes,

paying too much, or paying too little?

1. High-income households...

... pay much more than their fair share in income taxes.; ... pay more than their fair share in income
tazxes.; ... pay their fair share in income tazxes.; ... pay less than their fair share in income taxes.; ...

pay much less than their fair share in income tazes.
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2.

1.10

1.

1.10.

1.

Middle-class households...

... pay much more than their fair share in income taxes.; ... pay more than their fair share in income
tazxes.; ... pay their fair share in income tazxes.; ... pay less than their fair share in income tazxes.; ...

pay much less than their fair share in income taxes.

Take the following government services. For each of them, say if would you like it to receive increased
funding (even if that means more taxes or reduced spending in other areas), decreased spending (in
order to reduce taxes or increase spending elsewhere) or would you like for its funding to be left

unchanged?

e Transfers and income support programs for those out of work
e Better schools for children from low-income families

e Income support and retraining programs for workers who are displaced by international competi-

tion and trade

e Subsidies for low-income households to help them with the costs of health insurance premiums

and health care

e Wage subsidies and help for the working poor who work for low wages

Government Questions (Specific)

To improve access to health care for all Americans, rich or poor, the government (at the local, state,
or federal level) has the ability and the tools to do:

Nothing at all; Not much; Some; A lot

1 Government Questions (General)

How much of the time do you think you can trust our federal government to do what is right?
Almost always; A lot of the time; Not very often; Almost never
Some people think the government is trying to do too many things that should be left to individuals

and businesses. Others think that government should do more to solve our country’s problems. Which

come closer to your own view?

Government is doing too much; Government is doing just the right amount; Government should do
more

Next, we’d like you to think more broadly about the purposes of government.

Where would you rate yourself on a scale of 1 to 5, where 1 means you think the government should
do only those things necessary to provide the most basic government functions, and 5 means you think

the government should take active steps in every area it can to try and improve the lives of its citizens?
You may use any number from 1 to 5.

1;2; 3 456
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4. Of every tax dollar that goes to the federal government in Washington, D.C., how many cents would

you say are wasted?

Slider going from 0 to 100

5. How satisfied are you with the way the federal government in Washington is dealing with the problems

the country is facing today?

Very satisfied; Somewhat satisfied; Somewhat dissatisfied; Very dissatisfied

6. Consider now a list of functions the federal government could serve.

On a 1 to 5 scale, please say how much responsibility you think the government should have for
each—with 1 meaning the government should have no responsibility at all and 5 meaning the govern-

ment should have total responsibility in this area:

e Reducing income differences between the rich and the poor

e Reducing the transmission of wealth from one generation to the other

e Making sure Americans have adequate health care

e Reducing the differences in opportunities between children from wealthy and poor families
e Regulating trade to and from the U.S. to protect American producers and consumers

e Maintaining a stable financial system and ensuring that credit markets work

e Ensuring a stable dollar

e Providing a minimum standard of living for all

No responsibility - 1; 2; 3; 4; Total responsibility - 5

1.11 POST - Willingness to pay for information

By taking this survey, you are automatically enrolled in a lottery to win $1000. In a few days you will know
whether you won the $1000. The payment will be made to you in the same way as your regular survey pay,
so no further action is required on your part.

Are you are interested in learning the correct answers to all the questions about (income taxation/estate
taxation/health insurance/trade policy) in the U.S.? If you are, you can forfeit part of your gain (should
you win the lottery) in exchange for the correct answers. If you select that option, you will be given the

right answers on the next page. You will only pay the amount selected if you do, in fact, win the lottery.

Note: This information would be very hard to find online on your own. It is the result of a lot of careful

research and you cannot easily find the correct answers.

In case you win the lottery are you willing to give up ($1 / $2 / $5 / $10 ) to receive all the correct

answers to the questions about trade policy in the U.S.7

INote: the amount is randomized among participants
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No, I am not willing to pay anything (We will not provide you with the correct answers); Yes, I am willing

to pay 81 / 82 / 85 / 810 (We will provide you with all the correct answers on the next page. You will only

pay this amount out of your lottery earnings if you do win the lottery).

1.12

True answers

If respondent answers ” Yes” to 1.11

1.

Correct answers.

Out of 100 Americans, 9 are uninsured, 21 are on Medicaid, 14 on Medicare, 49 on a group employer-

based plan and 8 on another type of insurance.
Out of 100 American children ages below 18, 37 are enrolled in Medicaid.

Insurance companies are currently allowed to set different premiums based on the following character-
istics: age, where you live, tobacco use. Insurance companies are currently not allowed to set different

premiums based on gender and pre-existing conditions.

As of 2018, there was an individual mandate, whereby everyone is obligated to purchase health insur-
ance. If you did not have insurance, you had to pay a fine. A law enforced in 2019 reduced the fine to

$0 (but did not technically cancel the individual mandate).

There is currently an employer mandate, whereby employers have to provide health insurance to their
employees. Small employers with fewer than 20 employees, however, are excluded from this requirement.
Medicaid eligibility by state and family size.

The following states expanded Medicaid eligibility under the Affordable Care Act, thereby setting the
eligibility for families of all sizes to 138% of the Federal Poverty Level:

Alaska; Arizona; Arkansas; California; Colorado; Connecticut; Delaware; Hawaii; Idaho; Illinois; In-
diana; Iowa; Kentucky; Louisiana; Maine; Maryland; Massachusetts; Michigan; Minnesota; Montana;
Nebraska; Nevada; New Hampshire; New Jersey; New Mexico; New York; North Dakota; Ohio; Oregon;
Pennsylvania; Rhode Island; Utah; Vermont; Virginia; Washington; West Virginia.

In the other states, the eligibility works as follows for families of different sizes:

Are you surprised by these numbers?

Yes; No

What did you find particularly surprising?
Text Bozx

1.13 Self-reported questions

1. It is vital to our study that we only include responses from people that devoted their full attention

to this study. Otherwise years of effort (the researchers’ and the time of other participants) could be
wasted. You will receive credit for this study no matter what, however, please tell us how much effort

you put forth towards this study.
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In the other states, the eligibility works as follows for families of different sizes:

State 1 2 3 4 5 or more
Alabama 18% 18% 18% 18% 18%
Florida 33% 33% 33% 33% 33%
Georgia 0% 38.35% 36.84% 36.24% 35.69% to 35.39%
Kansas 38% 38% 38% 38% 38%
Mississippi 22.44% 22.31% 22.18% 22.09% 22.07% to0 21.94%
Missouri 22% 22% 22% 22% 22%

North Carolina 42.90% 41.48% 38.52% 35.57% 33.61%
QOklahoma 44.98% 44.98% 44.99% 44.99% 44.99%

South Carolina 62% 62% 62% 62% 62%

South Dakota 60.69% 56.28% 50.99% 47.33% 44.87% to 40.38%
Tennessee 100.63% 96.89% 93.03% 89.26% 85.74% to 79.58%
Wisconsin 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%
Wyoming 52.29% 53.73% 50.41% 47.76% 48.62% t0 55.84%

Texas distinguishes between 1-parent and 2-parent families:

Family size 1-parent family 2-parent family
1 10,18% -
2 14,29% 11,74%
3 13,28% 14,49%
4 13,24% 13,63%
5 or more 12,64% 13,54%

Finally, the District of Columbia's eligibility level is 221% of FPL for parents with dependent children and 215% of FPL for other, non-elderly adults.

I put forth almost no effort; I put forth very little effort; I put forth some effort; I put forth quite a bit
of effort; I put forth a lot of effort

2. Also, often there are several distractions present during studies (other people, TV, music, etc.). Please
indicate how much attention you paid to this study. Again, you will receive credit no matter what.

We appreciate your honesty!

I gave this study almost no attention; I gave this study very little attention; I gave this study some of

my attention; I gave this study most of my attention; I gave this study my full attention

1.14 Bias and Feedback

1. Do you feel that this survey was biased?

Yes, left-wing bias; Yes, right-wing bias; No, it did not feel biased

2. Please feel free to give us any feedback or impression regarding this survey.

Text Box
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1.15 Consent Page

Academic Research Survey We are a non-partisan group of academic researchers from the Economics
Department at Harvard University. Our goal is to learn about people’s attitudes on several issues. Please

read the information below before consenting to begin the research study.

e This survey is voluntary. You have the right to not answer any question, and to stop the survey at
any time or for any reason (to exit the survey, simply close this window). We expect that it will take

about 20 minutes. You will likely learn a lot!

e Your name will never be recorded by researchers. Results may include summary data, but you will
never be identified. The data will be stored on Harvard servers and will be kept confidential. The

collected anonymous data may be made available to other researchers for replication purposes.

e You will be compensated for this interview conditional upon (i) completing the survey and (ii) passing
our survey quality checks, which use sophisticated statistical control methods to detect incoherent and
rushed responses. Responding without adequate effort may result in your responses being

flagged for low quality and you may not receive your payment.

Please note that it is very important for the success of our research that you answer honestly and read
the questions very carefully before answering. If at any time you don’t know an answer, please give your
best guess without consulting any external sources. However, please be sure to spend enough time

reading and understanding the questions.

You are encouraged to print or take a screenshot of this page for your records. If you have any questions

about this study, you may contact us at studysocialsciences2018@Qgmail.com.

This research has been reviewed and approved by the Harvard University Area Institutional Review Board
(“IRB”). You may talk to them at (617) 496-2847 or cuhs@harvard.edu if:

e Your questions, concerns, or complaints are not being answered by the research team.
e You cannot reach the research team.

e You want to talk to someone besides the research team.

e You have questions about your rights as a research subject.

e You want to get information or provide input about this research.

Yes, I would like to take part in this study, and confirm that I LIVE IN THE U.S., and I am 18 or
older; No, I would not like to participate
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2.1

10.

2025 Questionnaire

Background questions

. What is your gender?

Male; Female; Other

. What is your age? Text box

What was your TOTAL household income, before taxes, last year?

$0-$9999; $10000-$14999; $15000-819999; $20000-329999; 330000-339999; 340000-$49999; $50000-
$69999; $70000-$89999; $90000-3109999; $110000-$149999; $150000-$199999; $200000+

Were you born in the United States?

Yes; No

In what state or U.S. territory were you born?

Alabama; Alaska; Arizona; Arkansas; California; Colorado; Connecticut; Delaware; District of Columbia;
Florida; Georgia; Hawaii; Idaho; Illinois; Indiana; Iowa; Kansas; Kentucky; Louisiana; Maine; Mary-
land; Massachusetts; Michigan; Minnesota; Mississippi; Missouri; Montana; Nebraska; Nevada; New
Hampshire; New Jersey; New Mexico; New York; North Carolina; North Dakota; Ohio; Oklahoma;
Oregon; Pennsylvania; Rhode Island; South Carolina; South Dakota; Tennessee; Texas; Utah; Ver-
mont; Virginia; Washington; West Virginia; Wisconsin; Wyoming;, American Samoa; Guam; Northern
Mariana Islands; Puerto Rico; Virgin Islands

In which ZIP code do you live?

Text box

Please indicate your marital status

Single; Married; Legally separated or divorced; Widowed

How many children do you have?

I do not have children; 1; 2; 3; 4; 5 or more

Screening Question 1. Most modern theories of decision making recognize that decisions do not take
place in a vacuum. Individual preferences and knowledge, along with situational variables can greatly

impact the decision process. To demonstrate that you've read this much, just go ahead and select both

strongly agree and strongly disagree among the alternatives below, no matter what your opinion is.

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement: “It is easy to find accurate and reliable infor-

mation in the media these days.”

Strongly agree; Agree; Disagree; Strongly disagree

How would you describe your ethnicity/race?

European American/White; African American/Black; Hispanic/Latino; Asian/Asian American; Mized
race; Other (please specify)

24



11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

Which category best describes your highest level of education?

Eighth Grade or Lower; Some High School; High School degree/GED; Some College; 2-year College
Degree; 4-year College Degree; Master’s Degree; Doctoral Degree; Professional Degree (JD, MD, MBA)

(If highest level of education superior to “High School” to 11) What is/was your field of study in
college? If multiple degrees apply, please select the field corresponding to your last degree.

Accounting/bookkeeping; Administrative science/public administration; Advertising; Agriculture/ horti-
culture; Allied health; Anthropology; Architecture; Art; Aviation/aeronatics; Biology; Business admin-
istration; Chemistry; Child/human/family development; Comm. disorders; Communications/speech;
Computer science; Counseling; Criminology/criminal justice; Dance; Dentistry; Economics; Educa-
tion; Educational administration; Electronics; Engineering; English; Environmental science/ecology;
Ethnic studies; Fashion; Finance; Fine arts; Food science/nutrition/culinary arts; Foreign language;
Forestry; General sciences; General studies; Geography; Geology; Gerontology; Health; History; Home
economics; Human services/human resources; Humanities; Industrial relations; Industry and techn;
Information technology; Journalism; Law; Law enforcement; Liberal arts; Library science; Marketing;
Mathematics; Mechanics/machine trade; Medicine; Music; Nursing; Other; Other vocational; Parks
and recreation; Pharmacy; Philosophy; Physical education; Physics; Political science/international re-
lations; Psychology; Public relations; Social sciences; Social work: Sociology; Special education; Statis-
tics/biostatistics; Television/film; Textiles/cloth; Theater arts; Theology; Urban and regional planning;
Veterinary medicine; Visual arts/graphic design/design and drafting; Other

What is your current employment status?
Full-time employee; Part-time employee; Self-employed or small business owner; Unemployed and look-

ing for work; Student; Not currently working and not looking for work; Retiree

If you had to use one of these five commonly-used names to describe your social class, which one would
it be?

Lower Class or Poor; Working Class; Middle Class; Upper-middle Class; Upper Class

On economic policy matters, where do you see yourself on the liberal/conservative spectrum?

Very liberal; Liberal; Moderate; Conservative; Very conservative

What do you consider to be your political affiliation, as of today?

Republican; Democrat; Independent; Other; Non-Affiliated

(If “Other” to 16) Please specify your political affiliation:

Text box

Did you vote in the last presidential election?

Yes; No

(If “Yes” to 18) In the last presidential election, you supported:
Kamala Harris; Donald Trump; Jill Stein; Robert Kennedy; Other
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20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

2.2

(If “No” to 18) Even if you did NOT vote, please indicate the candidate that you were most likely to

have voted for or who represents your views more closely.

Kamala Harris; Donald Trump; Jill Stein; Robert Kennedy; Other

Did you vote in the November 2022 midterms elections?

Yes; No

(If “Yes” to 21) Which party did you vote for?

Republican Party; Democratic Party; Other

(If “No” to 21) Which party would you have liked to support?

Republican Party; Democratic Party; Other

How knowledgeable do you consider yourself on economic policies and issues?

Highly knowledgeable; Somewhat knowledgeable; Not very knowledgeable; Not knowledgeable at all

Open-ended questions

We now want to ask you a few broader questions. Please use the text boxes below and write as much as you

feel like. Your opinion and thoughts are important to us! There is no right or wrong answer.

1.

2.3

3.

What would be a “good” health insurance system in your view? What would be the goal of a good

health insurance system?

. When you think about health insurance and whether the U.S. should have universal health insurance

for all, what are the main considerations—in favor or against it—that come to your mind?

What do you personally see as the biggest problem with health insurance in the United States today?

Personal Exposure

. Do you currently have health insurance?

Yes; No

. (If “No” to 1) Which of these are reasons why you stopped being covered or do not have health

insurance?
You may select several options.

Lost job or change in employment; Change in marital status or death of parent; Ineligible due to age or
left school; Employer didn’t offer or insurance company refused; Cost; Medicaid stopped; Other (includes

moved, self-employed, never had coverage, did not want or need coverage, and other unspecified reasons)

(If “Yes” to 1) Are you on Medicaid or Medicare?
Yes; No
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2.4 Knowledge about policy

As you probably know, the government and researchers gather a lot of statistical information about the
economy. We are interested in learning whether this information finds its way to the general public. The
next set of questions is about some economic policies in the United States. These are questions for which
there are right or wrong answers.

In order for your answers to be most helpful to us, it is really important that you answer these questions
as accurately as you can and without consulting any external sources. Although you may find some questions

difficult, it is very important for our research that you try your best. Thank you very much!

1. What is Medicaid? Who is eligible for Medicaid?
Text box

2. What is Medicare? Who is eligible for Medicare?
Text box

3. Medicaid is a federal and state program that helps people with low income pay for their health
insurance.
Medicare is a federal program that provides health insurance for Americans aged 65 and older, as
well as younger people with disability status.

4. Out of 100 Americans, how many get their health insurance coverage through the following programs?
The total must equal 100.

Important note: Individuals can be enrolled in several programs at once. Here, we are interested in the
primary insurer. An individual who has Medicaid and any other type of insurance is counted in the
Medicaid category and an individual who has both Medicare and employer-based coverage is counted

in the employer-based category.

o Medicaid

e Medicare

Group health insurance through employer

Other insurance (policies purchased directly from an insurance company, military, other public. . .)

Uninsured

5. Out of 100 American children, aged below 18, how many are enrolled in Medicaid?
Slider going from 0 to 100
6. Medicaid eligibility depends on family size, the age of each member, and the state you live in. To

qualify, total household income must fall below a specific percentage of the Federal Poverty Level

(FPL). For your family’s size, ages, and state, what is that percentage?

Under 50% of the FPL; Between 50 and 90% of the FPL; Between 90 and 130% of the FPL; Between
130 and 160% of the FPL; Between 160 and 200% of the FPL; Higher than 200% of the FPL;

7. Please specify the exact percentage

Text box
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8. Did the Affordable Care Act (ACA) make any changes to the eligibility for Medicaid in your state?
Yes, it expanded eligibility; No, it remained the same; Yes, it reduced eligibility;

9. Second screening question In order to facilitate our research on decision making we are interested in
knowing certain factors about you, the decision maker. Specifically, we are interested in whether you
actually take the time to read the directions; if not, then some of our manipulations that rely on
changes in the instructions will be ineffective. So, in order to demonstrate that you have read the

instructions, please ignore the question below. Instead, simply put the slider to 98. Thank you very

much.
Out of 100 adults in the U.S., how many are currently paying any income tax at all?

Slider going from 0 to 100

2.5 Treatment

Respondents are randomly assigned to one of three groups, labeled as “Medicare,” “Medicaid,” and “Con-
trol.” In the first two cases, respondents are shown a video, different between the two treatment groups,

while those in the control group are not. The videos are introduced by the following:

e Recent research has found uncovered new and important facts about a government program called
Medicare/Medicaid. We will now show you a short video (with sound) that summarizes some key
findings of these studies. Please pay attention to the information provided as you will be asked

questions about it later. Do not skip forward or close the page while the video is running.

Please proceed to the next page when you are ready. Note that you will not be able to move forward

with the survey before the end of the short video. The video lasts about one minute.

Link to the videos can be found here:
e Medicare treatment

e Medicaid treatment

2.6 Mechanisms

1. If people have health insurance through their employer, do you think this would discourage them from

quitting a bad job or switching job from fear of losing their health insurance?
Yes; No

2. If health insurance were to be made more generous, to what extent would it encourage people towards
the following behaviors?

A great deal; A lot; A moderate amount; A little; None at all

e Make less use of the emergency room for conditions that do not warrant it

e Use more medical services they do not really need simply because they do not have to pay the
full cost of them

e Use more preventive medical care such as regular screenings and check-ups
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https://youtu.be/X0Mkeo2s3xs
https://youtu.be/euLqI7cN7jg

10.

11.

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement?

“With less generous health insurance, health in the U.S. would be worse since many people could not

afford sufficient and appropriate medical care.”
Strongly agree; Agree; Neither agree nor disagree; Disagree; Strongly disagree
Do you agree or disagree with the following statement?

“More generous health insurance coverage for preventive care can lead to a reduction in total medical
costs, since medical issues would be caught early on before they turn into more serious and expensive

health conditions and because many medical problems could be avoided altogether.”
Strongly agree; Agree; Neither agree nor disagree; Disagree; Strongly disagree
Do you agree or disagree with the following statement?

“More generous health insurance can help people deal with unexpected large medical costs. It can thus

reduce financial stress and debt built up to pay the medical bills for families.”

Strongly agree; Agree; Neither agree nor disagree; Disagree; Strongly disagree

Would you say that it is fair or unfair that people with pre-existing conditions have to pay more for
their health insurance than people without pre-existing conditions?

Very fair; Somewhat fair; Somewhat unfair; Very unfair

Is it fair or unfair that people born with worse health have to pay more for health care or insurance
than people born with better health?

Very fair; Somewhat fair; Somewhat unfair; Very unfair

Would you say that health issues and medical conditions are mostly the result of circumstances outside
of one’s control or mostly the result of one’s own actions?

Mostly the result of circumstances outside of one’s control; Mostly the result of one’s own actions

Let us consider the following statement about health care and health insurance. Please tell us whether
you agree or disagree with it.

“It is important that everyone can afford health care because people who become sick with a contagious

disease that is not treated can have negative effects on others too.”

Strongly agree; Agree; Neither agree nor disagree; Disagree; Strongly disagree

Let us consider the following statement about health care and health insurance. Please tell us whether
you agree or disagree with it.

“It is important to help low-income families so that they can afford medical care by subsidizing their

insurance premiums or by giving them transfers for medical care.”

Strongly agree; Agree; Neither agree nor disagree; Disagree; Strongly disagree

If you had to choose, which comes closest to your view?

“Employers who have religious objections to the use of birth control should be...

...able to refuse to provide it in health insurance plans for their employees.”; ...required to provide it in

health insurance plans for their employees just as other employers are required to do.”
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12.

13.

14.

15.

2.7

Would you find it fair or unfair that women who use birth control methods pay for the cost of birth

control on their own?

Very fair; Fair; Unfair; Very unfair

Should women who are planning on using birth control methods have increased insurance copays
because they might cost more for their insurers?

Yes; No

Do you favor or oppose a law allowing pharmacists and health providers to opt out of providing medicine
or surgical procedures that result in abortion?

Favor; Oppose; Strongly oppose

Should insurance providers have to cover medicine or surgical procedures that result in abortion?

Yes; No

Specific Outcomes

. Do you feel that access to health care in the U.S. today is fair for everyone, even for low-income families,

or do you feel that access to healthcare should be improved for many families?

Access to health care is fair even for low-income families; Access to health care should be improved for

many families

. How fair would you say the current U.S. health insurance system is?

Very fair; Somewhat fair; Somewhat unfair; Very unfair

Do you support or oppose providing additional transfers or subsidies to low-income families to help
them with the costs of their health care?

Strongly support; Support; Neither support nor oppose; Oppose; Strongly oppose

. Do you support or oppose having an individual mandate whereby every individual is obliged to buy

health insurance?

Strongly support; Support; Neither support nor oppose; Oppose; Strongly oppose

Do you support or oppose having an employer mandate whereby every large employer, with more than
50 employees, is obliged to offer health insurance plans for their employees?

Strongly support; Support; Neither support nor oppose; Oppose; Strongly oppose

Imagine it were up to you to design Americans’ health insurance plans such that they are most cost-
effective and that patients get the best care while having to pay the lowest insurance premiums.

For the following types of medical care, please say which ones should receive:

full coverage (the patient pays no costs out of pocket); generous coverage (the patient has only minimal
copay or deductibles); low coverage (costs are shared and the patient bears a significant share of total

costs); no coverage (meaning the patient has to pay the full costs out of pocket).
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10.

11.

12.

Bear in mind that the more generous coverage is, the higher health insurance premiums can be expected
to be.

Full coverage; Generous coverage; Low coverage; No coverage
e Preventive care (e.g.: annual physical examinations, recommended cancer screening, or immu-
nizations)
e Primary care visits for non-life threatening conditions (e.g.: for a cold, flu, or stomach bug)

e Maternity and newborn care (pre-natal screenings and check-ups, birth and delivery, newborn

screening and care)
e Specialist visits for non-essential care (e.g.: elective hip replacement, hearing aids)

e Medical care for catastrophic situations (e.g.: long-run medical care after bad accidents or serious
injuries once one leaves the emergency room; intensive treatment for cancers; management of

serious, long-term hear and liver conditions)

e Emergency room care (emergency, short-term care after accidents, severe illness, life-threatening

conditions that require immediate attention)

e Pediatric care (medical care for children)

Do you support or oppose lowering the age after which people become eligible for Medicare, so that

younger people are covered?

Strongly support; Support; Neither support nor oppose; Oppose; Strongly oppose

Do you support or oppose making Medicare more generous by expanding the services it covers?

Strongly support; Support; Neither support nor oppose; Oppose; Strongly oppose

Do you support or oppose expanding Medicaid so that more people are eligible for it?

Strongly support; Support; Neither support nor oppose; Oppose; Strongly oppose

Do you support or oppose making Medicaid more generous by expanding the services it covers?
Strongly support; Support; Neither support nor oppose; Oppose; Strongly oppose

Do you support or oppose an expansion of U.S. government-provided health insurance, reducing peo-
ple’s reliance on employer-provided insurance?

Strongly support; Support; Neither support nor oppose; Oppose; Strongly oppose

As you may know, some have proposed a “Medicare-for-all” single payer health insurance program

that would be administered by the federal government and financed through taxes. Please tell us if

you favor or oppose this proposal, or if you don’t know enough to say?

Strongly support; Support; Neither support nor oppose; Oppose; Strongly oppose; Don’t know enough

to say
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2.8

1.

2.9

2.

Government Questions (General)

How much of the time do you think you can trust our federal government to do what is right?

Almost always; A lot of the time; Not very often; Almost never

. Some people think the government is trying to do too many things that should be left to individuals

and businesses. Others think that government should do more to solve our country’s problems. Which

come closer to your own view?
Government is doing too much; Government is doing just the right amount; Government should do
more
Next, we’d like you to think more broadly about the purposes of government.
Where would you rate yourself on a scale of 1 to 5, where
e 1: you believe the government should limit itself to providing the most basic and essential functions
for its citizens

e 5: you believe the government should be active in all areas where it can improve citizens’ lives

You may use any number from 1 to 5.

1;2; 3 456

Feedback

. Do you feel that this survey was biased?

Yes, left-wing bias; Yes, right-wing bias; No, it did not feel biased

Please feel free to give us any feedback or impression regarding this survey. Text box

2.9.1 Consent Page

Academic Research Survey We are a non-partisan group of academic researchers from the Economics

Department at Harvard University. Our goal is to learn about people’s attitudes on several issues. Please

read the information below before consenting to begin the research study.

e This survey is voluntary. You have the right to not answer any question, and to stop the survey at

any time or for any reason (to exit the survey, simply close this window). We expect that it will take

about 20 minutes. You will likely learn a lot!

e Your name will never be recorded by researchers. Results may include summary data, but you will

never be identified. The data will be stored on Harvard servers and will be kept confidential. The

collected anonymous data may be made available to other researchers for replication purposes.

e You will be compensated for this interview conditional upon (i) completing the survey and (ii) passing

our survey quality checks, which use sophisticated statistical control methods to detect incoherent and
rushed responses. Responding without adequate effort may result in your responses being

flagged for low quality and you may not receive your payment.
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Please note that it is very important for the success of our research that you answer honestly and read
the questions very carefully before answering. If at any time you don’t know an answer, please give your
best guess without consulting any external sources. However, please be sure to spend enough time

reading and understanding the questions.

You are encouraged to print or take a screenshot of this page for your records. If you have any questions

about this study, you may contact us at studysocialsciences2018@Qgmail.com.

This research has been reviewed and approved by the Harvard University Area Institutional Review Board
(“IRB”). You may talk to them at (617) 496-2847 or cuhs@harvard.edu if:

e Your questions, concerns, or complaints are not being answered by the research team.

e You cannot reach the research team.

You want to talk to someone besides the research team.

e You have questions about your rights as a research subject.

You want to get information or provide input about this research.

Yes, I would like to take part in this study, and confirm that I LIVE IN THE U.S., and I am 18 or
older; No, I would not like to participate
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